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Activity 2: Parenting Information Scenarios

Scenario – I Can Do It

A mom in your program is very loving to her child, yet you have noticed that she often “does things” for her daughter that you know the 3-year old can do for herself. You noticed the other day that the 3-year old got frustrated with her mom when she wanted to put her jacket on herself and her mom wouldn’t let her. You have tried to model to the mother ways she could let her daughter do thing for herself. Yet this approach has not made a difference. What are you thinking? What are your concerns? What are the mother’s strengths? What will you say to initiate a conversation about this issue?

Scenario – New baby

A young mother from your church gave birth a couple of months ago. Over the past few weeks you have asked her how she’s doing and she says, “Fine!” or “Oh, you know, I’m tired but I’m okay.” You have noticed when she nurses her baby, the young mother sometimes stares off into the distance. When the baby makes noise, the young mother looks at the baby but doesn’t necessarily respond with mimicking sounds. What are your concerns? What are the mom’s strengths? How will you proceed? What will you say? When?

Scenario – Energy bill
During a conversation with a 4-year-old, the child says, “Last night we didn’t have any lights on in our house, it was really dark and I got scared so my dad gave me a flash light to use.  How do you respond to the child? How do you feel about approaching the dad? How might you open a conversation?

Scenario – New Family

A new 10-year old boy has started attending your after school program. He has gotten into quite a few arguments with other children in the program, but has been able to respond to your redirections to stop. Today he got into a physical fight with another child and when you intervened he kicked you. His mother has mentioned to you that she has had problems managing her son’s anger. You know she will be disappointed and upset with her son when you share the story with her. What are this mom’s strengths? How would you open the conversation? What parenting tips will you give this mom?
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